
You’ll be hearing more 
about this in the near fu-
ture. I have commissioned 
Edwin Lewis, of Wider 
Impact consultancy, to do 
this study, and he has al-
ready begun his work.  

And welcome, finally, to 
St Therese—or at least a 
statue of her, which was 
bought in Rome for Eng-
lish Martyrs’. The Arch-
bishop will bless it today. 

Welcome to Archbishop 
Bernard Longley who 
comes to us on Visitation 
this week. I know that he is 
eager to meet parishioners, 
and so remember to come 
down to St John’s at 4pm 
this afternoon for a more 
relaxed opportunity to 
talk.  

The Visitation provides an 
opportunity to consider 
our way ahead in our par-
ishes over the next few 
years. It is good to have a 
vision of where we are 
going to, otherwise we can 

end out in a rut. I will be 
addressing the shape of the 
future in my homily in two 
week’s time. Part of this 
future vision has to be 
providing churches which 
are welcoming. And so I 
really do urge people from 
St John’s to come to the 
meeting on Wednesday 
night this week, when we 
will be speaking about set-
ting up a welcome ministry 
team there.  

Those of you from Gold-
enhill will know about the 
threats of closure to the 
community hall. We have 
applied for, and have re-
ceived, £9750 from the 
National Lottery to employ 
a consultant to put togeth-
er a feasibility study for a 
community based group, in 
which we will be involved, 
to take over the running of 
the centre, and to turn it 
into a community hub. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Elizabeth of the 

Trinity 
1880-1906 

A French Carmelite sister, 
influenced by the spiritual 
writing of St Therese of 
Lisieux, she similarly died 
young. St Elizabeth was 
canonised by Pope Francis 
last year. Before entering 
the Carmel, she did great 
apostolic work in Dijon 
with troubled young peo-

ple. But her greatest love 
was contemplative prayer, 
and this drew her to the 
Carmelite vocation. She 
entered the Dijon Carmel 
at the age of 21. Her Trini-
tarian spirituality is ex-
pressed in her prayer “O 
my God, Trinity whom I 
adore”. She understood the 
Christian life to be that of 
becoming the praise of 
God’s glory. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 4th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Michael Boggins 

Sunday 5th      9.00am    Holy Mass  John Biggane 

Thirty-First  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Barker 

Sunday of the    5.00pm  Benediction  

    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

Monday 6th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Michael & Doreen Pender 

Tuesday 7th 9.15am    Holy Mass (Requiem) November List 

Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Peter Moran 

Wednesday 8th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

Feria   12noon  Holy Mass November List 

Thursday 9th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In school) November List 

Dedication of the  12noon   Requiem Mass Constance Foden RIP 

Lateran Basilica 6.00pm    Holy Mass Michael Cullen, Friends & Family 

Friday 10th   9.30am  Holy Mass Ellen & George McHugh 

Saturday 11th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

St Martin of Tours  3.00pm   Blessing of Graves Tunstall Cemetery 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Denis Culhane 

Sunday 12th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Patrick Phelan 

Thirty-Second   11.00am   Holy Mass  Terry Chappell 

Sunday of the  3.00pm    Blessing of Graves Biddulph Cemetery 

Remembrance Day    6.30pm Holy Mass November List 

St Leo the Great    6.00pm Holy Mass November List 

Year   5.30pm  Reception of Body Marie Twomey RIP 

Feria   10.15am  Requiem Mass Marie Twomey RIP 

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Year   5.30pm  Reception of Body Jill Tatton RIP 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Open House  

The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can be seen 
for any reason, is on Monday at 7pm 
at St Joseph’s Presbytery. Please tele-
phone the parish office on the day if 
you wish to confirm that the Open 
House is on any particular Monday. 

meeting on Wednesday 8th Novem-
ber at 7.30pm in St John’s to look at 
beginning this ministry in our 
Church. It’s all about making our 
church a more welcoming a caring 
place. If you feel called to be part of 
this important work, please come to 
the meeting, and let Brenda 
McGough or Fr Julian know. 

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
Mission which will be taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 19th to 24th May 2018. 
Fr Bernard Murphy and the Francis-
can Sisters from Leeds will be with 
us. The Mission starts on Pentecost 
Sunday. We will keep the novena of 
the Holy Spirit for the nine days be-
tween Ascension and Pentecost, to 
pray for the Mission. It is important 
to start praying for the Mission now! 

RENOVATION 
Alpha We have begun our new Al-
pha, and it is taking place at St Jo-
seph’s on Saturday mornings from 
9am to 10.45am. It’s not too late to 
be part of this! Maybe this is the time 
for you to do Alpha? Alpha is also for 
those who have fallen away from the 
Faith or for whom Faith has meant 
little. Do you know someone who 
needs Alpha? Pray for that person, 
and then invite them. Why not come 
along with them too? Alpha is a re-
laxed environment, and great fun, so 
don’t be afraid to take the plunge. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
You will have read about the inten-
tion to organise a welcome ministry 
group at St John’s. Well, the time has 
come for action! We will be having a 

November List of the Dead Once 
again this year we will have the No-
vember List of the Dead in each of 
our churches. To take part in this 
great act of charity, to pray for the 
dead, please do the following things: 
First of all take a piece of paper (we 
provide specially printed purple pa-
pers for this purpose). Then take 
some time to sit and write down the 
names of loved ones, and people you 
have known, who have died. As you 
write their names, pray for them. 
Praying for them as you write is so 
much better a way to remember 
them than by simply writing 
‘Deceased members of our family’. It 
means you are making your own 
prayer part of what is then offered in 
the Mass. Then put the paper into 
one of the November List envelopes 
provided. Please also put in their 
your offering, which goes to provide 
stipends for the Masses which will be 
offered each of the 30 days of the 
month of November in our churches 
(called a Gregorian Mass). It will also 
provide Masses for the souls of our 
loved ones throughout the year. Place 
your envelope in the box in any of 
our four churches. If you wish to 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre  We need donations towards 
the cash prize on the grand draw. 
Please see Fr Julian or Paula Paskin to 
donate. Please return any prize draw 
tickets by next Sunday. Goods are 
needed for the bottle, tombola, 
Christmas craft stalls and cakes on the 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Marie Twomey. Requiem 
Mass to pray for the repose of her 
soul will be offered at St John’s on 
Monday 6th November at 10.15am 
followed by committal at Burslem 
cemetery. Her body will be received 
into Church on Sunday 5th at 
5.30pm. 

Also for the soul of Constance Foden. 
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of her soul on Thursday 9th 
November at 12noon at St Joseph’s, 
followed by interment at Tunstall 
cemetery. 

Also for the soul of Jill Tatton. Req-
uiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of her soul on Monday 13th 
November at 10.30am at St John’s, 
Followed by interment at Newcastle 
(Keele) cemetery. Her body will be 
received into Church on Sunday 12th 
at 5.30pm. 

 Requiescant in Pace 

Disciple groups We have several 
disciple groups meeting around our 
parishes. If you are interested in be-
coming part of a disciple group, then 
please contact Fr Julian and he will 
point you in the right direction. 

Men’s disciple group We started 
the group as a follow on to the Men’s 
Alpha. All men are welcome to come 
along. We will have our next meet-
ing on Friday this week, at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s. 

Divine Renovation Conference  
As a follow up for those who went on 
the DR conference in Twickenham, 
we’ll have get together on Tuesday 
14th November at 7pm. Please let Fr 
Julian that you are able to come. 
We’ll have a meal together and dis-
cuss our thoughts on the conference. 

have individual Masses celebrated for 
the people you are remembering, 
then please use the normal parish 
Mass offering envelopes and not the 
November List envelopes. 

Blessing of Graves  The blessing of 
graves at Tunstall cemetery this year 
will be on Saturday 11th November 
at 3pm, and at Biddulph cemetery on 
Sunday 12th November at 3pm. You 
are especially invited if you have fam-
ily buried in these cemeteries. 

day. Offers of help to load goods 
from church to the fayre on Saturday 
18th at 8.30am would be appreciat-
ed. Thank you. 



Entrance Antiphon: Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me. Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong salva-
tion. 
Psalm Response: Keep my soul in peace before 
you, O Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] You 
have only one Father, and he is in heaven; you 
have only one Teacher, the Christ. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Time VI 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: You will show me the 
path of life, the fullness of joy in your pres-
ence, O Lord 

DEANERY & BEYOND FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£345.50, Non Gift Aid £182.05. 
Total £527.55.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £168.50, Non 
Gift Aid £169.52. Total £338.02.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £228.50, Non 
Gift Aid £187.40. Total £415.90.  

Second Collections: This Week 
The collection will be for the Johnson 
Association (retired and sick priests).  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.77 Michael Twomey; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.24 V Finn; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.196 N Hoskins. Reminder 
monthly subs are due this week. 

St John’s Autumn Raffle Many 
thanks to all who supported the raf-
fle. We raised £170 for church funds. 

APF Red Boxes Could the 
Kidsgrove Parishioners who have 
not had their Red Boxes emptied yet 
bring them to church as soon as pos-
sible and hand to Trina Harding? If 
you have difficulty getting to church 
and would like to make arrangements 
for collection please ring Trina on 
07966 848499. 

Cake Sale The cake sale held last 
week at Packmoor raised £17 for the 
Youth Pilgrimage next year. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 23:1-12   

Though they were Moses’ successors, the Pharisees and scribes exalted 
themselves, made their mastery of the law a badge of social privilege. 
Worse, they had lorded the law over the people. In a word, Israel’s leaders 
failed to be good spiritual fathers of God’s people. And Jesus reminds us 
today that all fatherhood – in the family or in the people of God – comes 
from the our Father in heaven. He doesn’t mean we’re to literally call no 
man “father.” The fatherhood of the apostles and their successors, the 
Church’s priests and bishops, is a spiritual paternity given to raise us as 
God’s children. Our fathers give us new life in baptism, and feed us the spir-
itual milk of the gospel and the Eucharist. God’s fatherhood likewise trans-
cends all human notions of fatherhood and motherhood. His only Son has 
shown us the Father coming to gather His children as a hen gathers her 
young. We’re all brothers and sisters, our Lord tells us today. And all of us 
– even our spiritual fathers – are to trust in Him, humbly, like children on 
our mothers’ laps. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St John: Wendy & Michael Smithson; 
Marie Twomey; Derek Bromley. 
St Joseph: Mary Heath. 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 799 THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of our reps 
meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a concern about the 
welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish event or activity, please 
contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 0121 230 6240. Our reps in each church are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned for the 
immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

Taizé Service There will be an Ad-
vent Taizé service at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale on Thursday 30th No-
vember at 7.30pm. The invitation is 
open to all to join in this Ecumenical 
Service of prayer and songs. 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
Forthcoming days of prayer for voca-
tions will be at Our Lady’s in Fenton 
on Friday 10th November and St 
Mary’s, Cresswell on Saturday 2nd 
December. 

FR HUDSON ’S JOBS 
Father Hudson’s Care are looking to 
make appointments to two positions 
in North Staffordshire, supporting 
the work with older people in the 
area, and helping to expand that 
work.  

Older People’s Coordinator 
Someone who will provide one to 
one support for older people, run-
ning outreach and befriending ser-
vices and supporting volunteers. 37 
hours per week. 4 year fixed term 
contract. Salary £20,310 to £21,436 
pa. (Job reference P1188) 

Monitoring & Admin Assistant 
To provide administrative support to 
the project. 16 hours per week. 4 
year fixed term contract. Salrary 
£16,603 to £17,250 pro rata. (Job 
reference P1187). 

Visit fatherhudsons.org.uk for an 
application form. Closing date 27th 
November. Interviews 4th December 


